
The next generation of agriculture industry workers 
have moved into a new £13 million college 
development at the Lincolnshire Showground, 
thanks to £6 million of grant funding from the Skills 
Funding Agency Capital Investment Fund.

The Riseholme College Showground Campus is 
the beginning of a major transition from Bishop 
Burton College’s campus at Riseholme.

Around 350 further education students will now 
be using both the Riseholme and the Showground 
campus’, with a shuttle bus taking them between 
the two.

The new facility includes an Innovation Centre 
featuring state-of-the-art teaching resources and 
precision technology, an Animal Management Unit, 
and engineering workshops.

Work has already started on the next stage of  
the new campus. It was confirmed in July that  
£7.5 million was secured from the Government’s 
Single Local Growth Fund by the Greater 
Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). 
Phase two is due to open in September 2016 
and will incorporate a number of new buildings to 
further enhance the college’s curriculum across 
the existing site and new campus.

Nicholsons has been working with farmers for over 
90 years and welcomes this investment in the 
future of the industry. The team is going to watch 
with interest and looks forward to seeing a new 
generation of farmers in Lincolnshire.

Securing the future of farming

Welcome to Focus On… our special quarterly bulletin looking at issues relevant to particular sectors and topics of interest. 

In October’s Focus On… Agriculture, we look at a college that has opened in Lincolnshire that is set to inject new blood into the local 
farming community, find out about a cut to Feed-in-Tariffs, and learn about changes to the Basic Payment Scheme in 2016. In addition, we 
find out why European farmers could benefit from direct payments before their UK counterparts. 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of our specialist accountancy and business advisory services for farmers and rural businesses,  
please contact Richard Grayson, Managing Partner at Nicholsons, at richard.grayson@nicholsonsca.co.uk or phone 01522 815100.
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Following the axing of preliminary accreditation 
under the Feed-in-Tariffs (FiTs) scheme on  
1 October, a fundamental review of FiTs is 
underway that threatens to cut support by 87 per 
cent from 1 January 2016. 

Dr. Nina Skorupska, Chief Executive of the 
Renewable Energy Association, said: “The 
government’s ambition to merely control spending 
in sectors like community energy and anaerobic 
digestion will actually bring development in these 
important sectors to a halt. You cannot ask 
developers, farmers, schools or local councils to 
risk large sums of money at the beginning without 
knowing what they are going to get at project 
completion.”

A coalition of renewable energy interests (including 
the Anaerobic Digestion and Bioresources 
Association, Community Energy England, Regen 
SW, Renewable Energy Association, RenewableUK, 
Scottish Renewables and the Solar Trade 
Association (STA)) said: “Renewable energy is not a 
‘nice to have’; it generates more electricity than coal 

and provides employment in manufacturing and in 
the rural economy,” they said.

The proposed cuts of up to 87 per cent in solar 
energy FiTs from January will put 27,000 of the 
UK’s estimated 35,000 solar jobs at risk, warned 
the STA, which has also joined with the National 
Farmers Union (NFU), the Confederation of British 
Industry, social housing providers and local 
authorities to urge the government to reconsider 
the proposed cuts.

STA has calculated that the government proposals 
would result in a maximum of £7m being spent 
to support new solar deployment under the FiTs 
scheme from next year. Over the next three years 
(2016-2018), a 98% cut in the total budget will 
be seen. 

At Nicholsons we have had a lot of experience in 
advising our clients about the business and tax 
implications of undertaking a renewable energy 
scheme. If you are considering such a scheme, 
please contact us.

Renewable energy bodies call on the government to review plans

Although the rules for Basic Payment Scheme 
payments are largely the same as they were in 
2015, there are some important changes that 
should be noted:

• Oilseed radish can now count (as part of a mix) 
as an ecological focus area (EFA) catch and/or 
cover crop

• Some EFA features can now be up to five metres 
away from arable land, rather than immediately 
next to it

The Rural Payments Agency (RPA) published its 
updated guidance on EU greening rules at the end 
of September. The government’s basic payment 
scheme in England rules for 2016 explains each 

of the greening measures – such as permanent 
grassland, crop diversification and ecological 
focus area – which farmers must comply with  
to receive a greening payment as part of their  
BPS application.

If you would like to discuss the BPS and what it 
means for you, please contact us.

Basic Payment Scheme payments in 2016

The UK has rejected the opportunity to make 
advance direct payments this winter in a move that 
will leave British farmers at a potential disadvantage 
to growers and livestock producers in other parts 
of Europe.

A partial relaxation of rules by Brussels means 
member states can pay up to 70% of individual 
direct payments to farmers from 16 October; six 
weeks earlier than the start of the payment window, 
which usually opens on 1 December.

European Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan said he 
was prepared to waive the need for inspections 

to be completed before advance payments can 
be made. However, Defra and the devolved 
administrations have each ruled out payments 
before 1 December. This means that while 
payments may be made from 16 October to 
farmers in other EU member states, UK farmers 
face having to wait.

The agricultural team at Nicholsons has been 
working with farmers since 1923. We recognise 
the importance of the agricultural industry and the 
changes it faces over time as legislation is passed. 
For more information about how we can help you, 
please contact us.

Direct payments come early for European farmers


